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SCROLLING ALONG:

Washington DC

THE DEAD SEA SCROLLS AND MODERN SCHOLARSHIP. With so much

interesting history

surrounding the

determine what is most incredible:

ancient

Dead Sea Scrolls,

it's

hard

to

That the scrolls were discovered by simple

bedouin shepherds searching a cave for a stray goat in 1947, that the scrolls
survived

in

such

good

condition

for

2,000 years

in

ceramic

jars,

or

that

they can now be seen up close by even non-scholar compadres like me.
"Scrolls

from

the

Dead Sea:

The Ancient Library of Qumran and Modern

Scholarship," the major exhibition of scrolls and artifacts from the

Israel

Antiquities Authority now at the Library of Congress, is an exhibit I highly
recommend to anyone visiting Washington from the Valley this summer.
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"This major exhibition retells the story of the discovery of the scrolls
and

provides

an

historical

and

archaeological

context

for

exploring

the

translated texts," Librarian of Congress James H. Billington wrote me recently
about

the exhibit.

"The exhibition presents the controversies and challenges

that continue to face archaeologists, historians, linguists and paleographers."
The collection features parts of 12 scrolls and 88 related archaeological
artifacts excavated since

the

late

1940s

from Qumran,

a community that was

located on a barren terrace between the limestone cliffs of the Judean Desert
and the Dead Sea,

in what is now the modern state of Israel. There are also

rare books and maps, gigantic aerial photographs of the cave dwellings today,
and artifacts
community.

that

Some

reveal

the

lives of

scholars believe

that

the people who lived in the Qumran

there are still some portions of the

scrolls in the caves which have yet to be discovered.
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A pictorial exhibit shows

the modern-day technology used to preserve and study the scrolls.
For more

information

about

the

exhibit

and

tours,

call

the

Library of

Cungress "t (:l02) 245-5284 for a 24-hour recording about tickets and exhibition
times.

You

can

also

order

tickets

through

Ticketmaster

by

calling

(202)

432-SEAT.
Whether

you're

a

second-grader

or

are

in

your

Seventies,

the

exhibit

is a fascinating way to spend part of a morning or afternoon in Washington.
Some of you, who may now be in your golden years looking back on a fruitful
life,

perhaps occasionally find yourselves at

the end of the perennial joke

that you are "older than the Dead Sea Scrolls."

Well, considering how well

they've been preserved, I'd start taking it as a compliment.
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U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, WASHINGTON, D.C. 20615------"

FREEDOM ON THE PLAZA. After you've seen the Dead Sea Scrolls, you may want
to wander over to the East Plaza of the U.S. Capitol to get a special look
at another piece of history you don't see up close every day: the Statue
of Freedom from the top of the Capitol.
As I wrote in this newsletter in
May, the Statue of Freedom was recently lifted by helicopter from her pedestal
and is now being restored on the Plaza where everyone can watch. The statue,
which was placed on top of the Capitol in five pieces 130 years ago, is being
restored to her original blue-green color.
She will be holding court on
the Plaza until September, when she will be lifted back up to her home atop
the Capi tol dome. If you are in Washington this summer, be sure to stop by
and pay your respects to this special lady.

AFTER A HURRICANE. After a hurricane has ravaged a community, destroyed
homes and left its hopes in rubble, after the media attention has faded
residents sift through their homes for the first time, the obstacles
face have only begun.
Whether it is Hurricane Hugo devastating South Carolina or last year's
Hurricane Andrew hitting South Florida and Louisiana, the rebuilding of homes
and a community takes time.
And, wi th the U. S. Weather Service saying that
hurricane activity is increasing,
in the back of people's minds lies the
knowledge that this could happen again.
And many are unable to obtain hazard
HOPE
its
and
they

insurance on their homes because the insurance companies do not want to insure

them.
Hurricanes will not go away, so I am among the congressmen co-sponsoring
HR 764, a bill to direct the Federal Emergency Management, Agency to submit
a workable, national windstorm insurance plan to Congress. It would provide
incentives for private insurers to re-enter the windstorm insurance market
from which they have been withdrawing, and would call for the establishment
of a co-insurance plan on the part of the government and private insurers.
This plan would not cost the American taxpayer one cent, but would simply
instruct FEMA to study the windstorm insurance crisis and propose workable
solutions.
The destruction wrought by the fury of natural disasters can't be
prevented or avoided. But we can make sure that people are able to rebuild
their lives.
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MEXICAN FOLK MEDICINE. Ginger roots known as "Ajenjibre" that ease stomach
aches. Diente de leon herbs that help "thin" the blood and alleviate heart
distress. Navajo ghost beads, made of cedarberries, that keep away evil
spirits.
These are some of the many unique medicinal uses of plants in Mexican
folk medicine that are now on display at the United States Botanic Garden
through the efforts of Texas A&I University in Kingsville. Called "Mexican
Folk Medicine and Beliefs," the display is part of a larger summer exhibit
called "Medicinal Plants of the Americas."
"I think the people of the Valley will enjoy it very much," said Texas
A&I University Vice President for Student Affairs Eliseo "Cheo" Torres, who
has studied such plants for 20 years and who spoke at a seminar on alternative
medicine and health care which kicked off the medicinal plant exhibit.
"It
is part of a tradition and a culture that is still pretty much alive in Texas
and down in Mexico."
Other features of the Mexican Folk Medicine display include medicinal
soaps, capsules and oils that come from snakes, garlic for burns and abrasions,
good
luck beans and "majical" bathing powders that supposedly provide
everything from "double good luck" to love. The display rounds out an
interesting exhibit that shows how properties in medicinal plants are used
for everything from stress to cancer to experiments for AIDS research, whether
the plant is found in North America or the tropical rain forests of South
America.

Also sponsored by the Office of Alternative Medicine of the National
Institutes of Health, the exhibit is on display until July 26. For more
information about the exhibit at the United States Botanic Garden, call (202)
225-7094.
Should you be unable to see the Mexican Folk Medicine display while
it is in Washington, don't worry. In August the exhibit will be in San Antonio
as part of the Texas Folklife Festival, Aug. 4-8, at the Hemisphere Plaza.
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VISITORS FROM HOME. Jorja Kimball and Eliseo Torres of Texas A & I UniversitYt
Kingsville; Frank A. Smith of McAllen; Robin Alexander of Mercedes; and Marcial
Silva of Weslaco.
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